
COPIES of any Reports or Correspondence of Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland , relative to the temporary or permanent Transfer of Tramways, Lands, Quar- 
ries, or other Public Property, to the Board of Directors of the Dublin and Kingstown 
Railway Company : — Of any Treasury Minute, on the Application of the Secretary 
to the Dublin and Kingstowri Railway Company, for the temporary Use of a Tramway, 
the Property of the Public, for Purposes of Experiment: — Of any Communication, by 
the Direction of the Lord Lieutenant, of Lords Justices, conveying his Excellency’s 
Sanction to the permanent Transfer of Tramway, Quarry, or other Property, by the 
Commissioners of Public Works (acting as Commissioners of Kingstown Harbour), to 
the Directors of the Kingstown Railway Company, for the Purpose of constructing a 
Railway from Kingstown to Dalhey : — Of a Memorial of the Inhabitants of Kings- 
town and its Vicinity to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, setting forth the 
irreparable Injury that will accrue to the Royal Asylum Harbour of Kingstown if an 
Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Datkey is permitted to traverse the Front of 
the Harbour:— Of the Reply of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty :— Of a 
similar Memorial of the Inhabitants of Kingstown to the Master-General of the 
Ordnance : — Of any Reports made on the Subject to the Master-General of the 
Ordnance, by the Officers commanding the Royal Engineers and Royal Artillery at 
Dublin : — Of the Memorial of the Inhabitants of Kingstown and its Vicinity to the 
Lord Lieutenant, praying to be heard by Counsel against the Transfer of Public Pro- 
perty to the Railway Company, as injurious to their Property and Public Interests : — And, 
Of a Reply of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,! 
23 February 1843. J 



G. CLERK. 



(Mr. More O'Ferrall .) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
28 February 1843. 
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COPIES of Correspondence and Papers relative to the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway. 



Sir, Office of Public Works, 6 December 1S38. 

I am directed to submit to your perusal the enclosed Report which has been made to 
the Board by their resident engineer at Kingstown Harbour, upon the experiment of substi- 
tuting horse-power for steam upon railways proposed to be made by the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway Company on the line of tramway from the harbour to Dalkey. 

And I am to request that you will return this document, and inform the Board whether the 
Company are willing to bear the expense of removing the stones, of which a probable 
estimate is given, but of which the actual cost, be it more or less, must be defrayed by 
them, as well as any expenses incurred in other preparation of the ground, except the 
removal of the tram plates, which the Board will take upon itself ; and that the Company 
will consent to pay a rent of per annum for the use of the road; subject to which 

conditions the Board will make a formal agreement, if in their power. The Report to 
be returned. 

I am, &c. 

James Pirn, Esq., Jun. (signed) Henry R. Paine, Secretary. 

Railway Office. 



Sir, Kingstown Harbour, 30 November 1838. 

Upon the subject of the experiment of substituting horse-power for steam upon railroads 
proposed to be made by the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company on the line of the 
tramway from the harbour to Dalkey, I beg to state to the Board that a single line of 
tramway is quite sufficient for the present, or even any probable increased working of our 
quarries at Dalkey hill, and therefore the site of the other side may be appropriated to this 
purpose, and the tram plates taken up and piled in the Commissioners’ yard. There will be 
some trouble and difficulty in finding convenient service ground for the stones that are at 
present along the side of the tramroad as far as the intersection of the high road to 
Bullock ; but I look upon it to be of so much public importance that an experiment upon 
this highly interesting subject should be fully, fairly and practically tried, that l do not 
think any thing that did not really interfere with the progress of the works, which tins 
certainly need not do, should be allowed to prevent its being carried through. 

The removal and piling of the stones before alluded to will be attended with considerable 
expense, and a removal at present could not be made conducive to any extent as regards a 
saving of expense to their ultimate destination. I cannot say with accuracy what quantity^ 
will require to be shifted, as it will in some degree depend upon the course and point of 
starting determined upon ; but it will involve a removal of not less than 4,000 tons, and the 
price to the contractors for such work is id. per cubic foot, or Is. Id. per ton. 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. I have, &c. 

Office of Public Works. (signed) Barry JD. Gibbons. 



Dublin and Kingstown Railway, 5, Westland-row, 
gj r 20 December 1838. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, which reached me 
too late to be laid before the regular meeting of the Board ; and, having laid the same before 
the special meeting of Directors on the 17th instant, I am directed to request that you will 
convey to the Commissioners the respectful thanks of this Board for their obliging com- 
munication, and that they will cheerfully pay any expenses incurred by the Commissioners 
by the removal of the stones in question ; and that they will feel -further obliged by such 
removal being commenced and carried on with as little delay as may suit their perfect 
convenience. 

Mr. Gibbons’ Report is herewith returned. 

I am, &c. 

H. R. Paine, Esq. (signed) James Pirn, Jun., Treasurer. 

Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works. ✓ 



gi r Office of Public Works, 21 December 1838. 

Having submitted to the Board your letter of the 20tli instant, on the subject of tile 
extension of the railway for horse-power along the Commissioners ground from Kingstown to 
Dalkey, and in which you state the readiness of the Company to pay any expenses incurred 
in the removal of the stones from the ground in question, and their wish that the same may 
he done as soon as convenient : T 

6i. A 2 1 am 
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I am directed to observe, for the information of the Directors, that before giving an order 
for the removal of the stones, the Board wish to be furnished with some detailed information 
on the project, and to be furnished with a sketch, showing the distance it is intended to lay 
down the railroad, the mode of connecting it with the existing line, and the slopes proposed 
to be adopted. , , , _ , £ .. . , „ 

The Board would also wish to know whether the Company propose a definite penod for 
renting the tramway, or will it depend on the result of the experiment? 

As there are other points requiring explanation, perhaps you would be good enough to 
call on the Board any day that may suit your convenience, between one and three o’clock. 

I am, &c. 

James Pirn, Esq., Jun. (signed) H. R. Paine , Secretary. 

Railroad Office, Westland-row. 



To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of Samuel Clegg and Jacob Samuda. 

Most respectfully showeth, 

That in the year 1839, your Memorialists obtained Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent for 
“a new improvement in valves, and the combination of them with machinery,” but which 
has since been generally known as the “ Atmospheric Railway .” 

That by this invention your Memorialists submit that the following most important 
advantages would be obtained in the construction and working of railways In the con- 
struction, cuttings and embankments much lessened. The dimensions of bridges and 
tunnels greatly reduced. Curves of much shorter radius may be safely introduced. Gra- 
dients of much greater acclivity will be admissible. A considerable saving in the quantity 
of land required ; and a very general introduction of single . lines of railway, instead of 
double. In the management and working, collisions between two trains are physically 
impossible : one train cannot overtake another. It is nearly impossible that a train can be 
thrown off the rails. Greater speed may be obtained than by locomotives. Passengers 
will not be annoyed by the noise, sparks or smell of the engine, or merchandize endangered 
by fire. Wear and tear will be reduced ; and all be obtained at a much less expense than 
heretofore. 

Those advantages may be summed up in three emphatic words — Economy — Expedition 
— Safety. 

To prove the truth of these positions, and to bring their invention fairly before the public, 
your Memorialists have expended a very large sum of money in laying down half a mile of 
railway in the immediate neighbourhood of London, which has been publicly worked by 
their apparatus for upwards of 12 months, and visited by the most eminent engineers ana 
men of science, and which, your Memorialists respectfully submit, has fully realized all they 
have stated. 

Your Memorialists are, however, compelled to admit that such an experiment in the hands 
of patentees will not be satisfactory or convincing to the public, who, under such circum- 
stances, will be more inclined to look upon it as an ingenious toy than as an engine of pro- 
digious power of usefulness. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, apprehend, that unless some steps shall be taken to have a 
public experiment tried on a scale of sufficient magnitude, and conducted by impartial and 
disinterested parties, they will be deprived of the return justly due to them for their 
invention, and that the public may thus lose the eminent and peculiar advantages which 
their system offers. 

Such an experiment, however, can scarcely be conducted without the authority of Par- 
liament, or of your honourable Board. 

Mr. James Pirn, junior, the treasurer of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company, 
who has taken much interest in the invention of your Memorialists, has called their attention 
to the peculiar facilities which are afforded by the Government tramroad between Kingstown 
and Dalkey for trying such an experiment in the most effectual manner, and zoithout any 
loss or injury to the public service ; and he has represented to your Memorialists that the 
Commissioners in whose charge that tramroad is now placed are gentlemen peculiarly 
qualified to conduct such an experiment, and have eminently obtained the confidence both 
of Government and the country. 

Mr. Pim has further represented to your Memorialists, that the Directors of the Dublin 
and Kingstown Railway .Company would be well disposed to assist them in this very import- 
ant object. 

Your Memorialists respectfully submit the vast importance of having this trial made before 
there shall be any large outlay on the railroads about to be introduced as the commencement 
of a general and. comprehensive system into Ireland, to which country your memorialists 
apprehend their invention would confer peculiar and most important advantages, in addition to 
those enumerated. 

That the experience of upwards of 12 months having confirmed your Memorialists in the 
conviction of the vast advantages to be obtained from the application of their apparatus, they 

are 
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THE DUBLIN AND KINGSTOWN RAILWAY. 

are willing to incur a further expenditure of 15,000 1. to 20,000 1, for the purpose of havinc 
its efficiency proved under the superintendence and control of parties whose opinions will be 
above the suspicion of partiality. r 

Your Memorialists, therefore, humbly pray your Lordships, that the necessarv 
sanction be given to the Board of Public Works in Ireland to have the 
requisite works constructed and put into operation without delay, at the 
cost of your Memorialists and their friends. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

London, 10 June 1841. (signed) Samuel Clegg. 

Jacob Samuda. 



Sir* Office of Public Works, 23 July 1841. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to return herewith the Memorial of 
Samuel Clegg and Jacob Samuda, praying that the Lords of the Treasury will authorize a 
trial of the Atmospheric Railway on the Government tramroad between Kingstown and 
Dalkey at the expense of the parties, and to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, 
that there can be no doubt but that a railway worked efficiently on the principle of atmo- 
spheric pressure would produce many very important advantages. 

The trial made in the neighbourhood or London has been so far attended with success, 
that many persons of established knowledge, judgment and experience feel much confidence 
in its effecting a most useful practical improvement. 

It is, however, almost impossible to expect the only proof that will give satisfaction of the 
real value of the invention, namely, actual use on a full scale, to be attempted under the 
present arrangements for carrying on railways by Joint Stock Companies. 

The Government, on principle, at all times declines to interfere so far with inventions, 
however promising, as to incur any expense in forwarding their adoption ; but, it is pre- 
sumed, would not object to afford facilities (not including actual outlay) for trial of any pro- 
ject of which there might be a good showing of probable utility, and for which there appeared 
to be no other means available. 

The establishment adverted to by the Memorialists, namely, the Government tramway 
between Kingstown and Dalkey, would afford one very favourable, in almost every respect, 
for a trial of their particular invention. 

It consists of a double line of tramway from the quarries of Dalkey down to the harbour of 
Kingstown, a length of about 3,650 yards (a little more than two statute miles). 

The service of maintenance and future improvement to the harbour works will require this 
tramway to be retained indefinitely — certainly for very many years ; and, in consequence, the 
Commissioners, as a measure of economy, and to reduce and simplify the public business, 
are about to purchase the fee of it ; but the great bulk of the construction of the harbour 
being completed, one line of the tramway will be ample ; the space occupied by the other, 
therefore, for the required distance, might be very usefully applied to the object of the 
experiment sought for ; with the advantage of becoming subsequently, if successful, a most 
useful acquisition to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway, with which it would communicate ; 
and, if realizing the full expectation of many persons of knowledge who have examined it, 
would lead to a remodelling, perhaps, of the whole line to Dublin on the same principle. 
The portion on which it is desired to make the trial, that is, between Kingstown and Dalkey, 
ahout 3,000 yards (If miles), would be sufficient for testing its real merits with reference to 
efficiency and economy. 

The basis of the assent of Government to this measure would of course be — 

1. That every expense would be borne by the Memorialists and their supporters, 
including the cost of the portion of tramway which would be required. 

2. That to prevent any of the arrangements affecting the public property and 
interests injuriously, the assent of the Board, as Harbour Commissioners, be required 
to them. 

Under the whole circumstances of the case, the Commissioners would decidedly recom- 
mend their Lordships to allow of the appropriation of part of the tramroad to this object, 
on the above-stated principles. 

I have, &c. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) Henry R. Paine. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 20 August 1841. 

With reference to your Report of the 23d ultimo, I am commanded by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, that my Lords will not object to 
Messrs. Clegg & Samuda being allowed the use of one line of the railway between Kings- 
town and Dalkey, for such reasonable time as you may consider sufficient, for the purpose 
of trying the experiment of the Atmospheric Railway, provided that every expense connected 
with the experiment be borne by those parties ; and that, in order to prevent any of the 
arrangements from injuriously affecting the public property and interests, the assent of the 
Board, as Harbour Commissioners, be first obtained by them. 

62. A 3 M y 
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Mv Lords desire that it may be clearly understood, that the permission they have given 
to Messrs Cle««r & Samuda to make use of the railway lor the purpose of trying their 
experiment will not affect the property in that railway either permanently or tempo- 

raril y- I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Public Works, Ireland. (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 20 August 1841. 

With reference to your Memorial of the 10 th of June last, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, that my Lords will not object to 
your being allowed the use of the line of the tramway between Kingstown and Dalkey, for 
such reasonable time as the Commissioners of Public W orks in Ireland may consider suf- 
ficient for the purpose of trying the experiment of the Atmospheric Railway, provided that 
every expense connected with the experiment be borne by those parties ; and that, in order 
to prevent any of the arrangements from injuriously affecting the public property and inte- 
rests, the assent of that Board, as Harbour Commissioners, be first obtained by you. My 
Lords desire that it may be clearly understood, that the permission thus given to you to make 
use of the railway for the purpose of trying your experiment will not affect the property in 
that tramway either permanently or temporarily. 

I am, &c. 

Messrs. Clegg & Samuda. (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 



Dublin and Kingstown Railway, 

Sir, 22 December 1841. 

Herewith I have the honour to submit, for the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, a plan, sections and estimate, prepared by Mr. B. D. Gibbons, of a proposed 
extension of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey. 

And I have also the honour to submit for their consideration, copies of letters addressed 
by me to the Right honourable the Earl of Ripon, President of the Board of Trade, and to 
Joseph Kincaid, Esq., Chairman of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company. 

I have now the gratification to inform you, that the Directors of the Dublin and Kings- 
town Railway, having taken into their anxious and deliberate consideration the letter 
addressed to Mr. Kincaid, are disposed to recommend the proprietors to adopt the sugges- 
tions therein contained, provided I can realize the expectations I have given them. 

Among the most important of those is the question of providing the necessary funds. 

I trust it is unnecessary for me to add any thing to the documents sent herewith, to show 
the vast importance of the proposed undertaking, or of the results which may possibly arise 
from it. I am therefore instructed respectfully to apply to the Commissioners of Public 
Works for a loan of 25,000/., being the amount of the enclosed estimates, under the 30th 
section of the 1 st & 2 d Will. 4, c. 33. 

In making this application, the Board have not considered it desirable to go into any 
minute detail of estimate, or of any detail whatever, of probable profits from the proposed 
extension. 

Such details would be quite necessary were the security offered for repayment to extend 
solely to the work proposed to be executed ; but as the Directors admit that it would be 
unreasonable that the Crown should run any risk, when the entire cost is proposed to he 
borrowed, they offer to give, in addition to the security of the proposed extension, a mort- 
gage over the entire of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway, now yielding a clear profit 
(after payment of the annuity of 6,000 /. per annum to your Board) of upwards of 10 , 000 /. 
a year. 

The Directors beg very respectfully to submit, that all their previous exertions in encoun- 
tering more than ordinary difficulties give them some little claim to a favourable considera- 
tion, altogether irrespective of the peculiar and interesting object which they have in view, 
and from which they hope and believe the country will derive most important advantage. 

I have, &c. 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. (signed) James Pim. Jun., Treasurer. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Dublin and Kingstown Railway, 

Sn - *. 10 January 1842. 

I am instructed by the Directors of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway respectfully to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of the Royal Harbour of Kingstown, 
that, having taken into consideration the suggestions offered by me in a letter to Joseph 
Kincaid, Esq., Chairman of the Company (a copy of which I beg to enclose), they are 
desirous to ascertain to what extent the Commissioners will co-operate with them in pro- 
moting the very important object I have suggested, 
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It will be m the recollection of the Commissioners, that I long since made overtures to 
them, on behalf of the Company, to purchase one line of the tramroad for the purpose of 
forming a horse railway from Kingstown to Daltey, and that on these occasions I proposed 
that we should pay one-half the costs of the land. 1 1 

This object might have been obtained at comparatively little outlay, but the result, under 
any circumstances, could not have been of any public importance 

On the contrary the present proposition not only involves a large outlay in the formation 
of the road itself, to provide for the public safely, but, in addition, a still larger sum in the 
erection or tlie necessary apparatus. 

Whether this trial shall be successful or unsuccessful, tile Directors respectfully submit 
that they are equally entitled to the most liberal assistance and co-operation from even; 
branch ot the public service wlncli can be afforded without pecuniary sacrifice. 

The Directors desire me respectfully to request that the Commissioners may apply for the 
sanction of lus Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to sell to this Company one line of the present 
tramroad from Knwstown to Dalkey, according to the sections herewith submitted, for 
one-half the cost of the entire, according to the inquisition lately held by the Commissioners. 

The .Directors' trust they may be pardoned for just alluding to the facilities which the 
construction of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway has already afforded in promoting some 
of the most important objects of the Royal Harbour of Kingstown. 



Henry R. Paine, Esq. 
See. &c. & c. 



I have, &c. 

James Pint, Jun. 

Treasurer of the Dublin and Kingstown 
Railway Company, 

per T. F. Bergin. 



My dear Sir, Dublin, 22 November 1841. 

Peiimit me to present you with a copy of a letter, which some short time since I 
addressed to the Earl of Ripou, the President of the Board of Trade, on the subject of the 
Atmospheric Railway, and to call your attention officially, as Chairman of the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway, to some matters therewith connected, which I beg respectfully to submit 
for the consideration of the Board of Directors. 

One of the first causes which induced me to pay close attention to the invention to which 
I have alluded, was a strong impression that it might be found useful on the long talked of 
project of laying down a single line of rails along the tramroad from Kingstown to Dalkey; 
and all my subsequent investigations have tended to confirm this impression, or rather to 
change it into a conviction. 

As it is possible that copies of this letter may be found a convenient method of conveying 
information to others who are not so well-informed on the subject as you are, you wifi 
pardon my going into some detail, which would have been altogether unnecessary had this 
letter been solely intended for your own perusal. 

You are aware that our Act of Incorporation authorizes the Company to purchase the 
tramroad in question from the Commissioners of the harbour, and to work it for “ such 
purposes and in such manner as they (the Company) shall think proper.” 

You are also aware that my first suggestion was to work the proposed extension or 
addition by means of horse-power, with, however, some doubts not only as to its economy, 
but of its capability of doing the quantity of work which might be required. This suggestion 
met with the almost unanimous approbation of the Directors and Proprietors of the - Com- 
pany. A proposition, however, having been brought forward to work the proposed line by 
means of atmospheric traction, which, in addition to its own characteristic advantages, was 
m my mind free from the difficulties I felt as to horse-power, the opinion of eminent counsel 
was taken, when it was ascertained that, notwithstanding the powers which had been granted 
to the Company, they were not authorized to erect gates across the high roads (five in 
uumber), which are now passed on the level by the tramroad, neither had the Company the 
power to alter or divert these roads. 

This difficulty caused a suspension of all preliminary operations for a considerable time ; 
indeed it was looked upon as nearly insuperable, without an application to Parliament. 
Mr. Gibbons (our resident engineer) has, however, prepared a plan of a simple and ingenious 
mode of passing the proposed railway under those roads, leaving the tramroad at its present 
level, thus obviating all the apprehended legal difficulties. 

It is true that this mode of construction increases the estimated outlay nearly 4,500 1. • 
but as the Company would thereby be relieved from the necessity of erecting, maintaining 
and watching five sets of gates, the saving of annual outlay would be fully equivalent to the 
increased cost ; whilst the increased safety which would attend the ordinary working 
operations would render Mr. Gibbons’s plan decidedly the most eligible. 

The estimate for the first plan to be worked by horse-power is 9,000 2. ; that for Mr. 
Gibbons’s, including all the apparatus necessary for atmospheric traction, on a scale more 
than sufficient for any present estimated traffic, viz. a steam-engine of 70 horses power, and 
a main of 15 inches diameter, amounts to 23,000/. 

Now, in round numbers, 4,500/. of this difference arises from the extra cost of lowering 
the line, and from which we would receive ample compensation, as I have already explained; 
there remains, then, a sum of 9,500k, which represents the difference between the outlay for 
atmospheric or for horse-power. 

«2. A 4 The 
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The length of the proposed road is l| miles; a small portion at the Kingstown end is 
nearly level ; the remainder rises to Dalkey at about 1 in 120, and the patentees offer to 
Guarantee that the apparatus on the scale proposed to be erected shall draw a gross load of 
fe tons up this incline, at the rate of 30 miles per hour -a task beyond the powers of any 

° f I'behev^'it^to be universally admitted by all who are acquainted with this locality, and 
with the general working of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway, that an extension to Dalkey, 
whether worked by horse-power or by atmospheric traction, would add very considerably to 
the traffic over the Dublin and Kingstown line ; and it is also admitted that this increase 
would be much greater if atmospheric traction were adopted in preference to horse- power. 
And again it is admitted that, in the present circumstances of the Company, addition to 
income and addition to projit are very nearly synonymous terms. 

All or nearly all, are agreed that such an extension is most desirable, both as regards 
its immediate as well as its prospective advantages to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway; 
the only difference being whether it should be worked by horse-power or by atmospheric 

^OnThe one hand, it is urged that atmospheric traction has not yet been tried practically — 
no railway company having yet adopted it ; and that it is not desirable that the Directors 
should try experiments at the expense of the proprietors. 

It has also been suggested, that even if it should be so far successful as to work the road 
satisfactorily, it may not be economical, and particularly when considered with reference 
to the large additional outlay. . t ~ , 

And that on the whole, and under all the circumstances of the Company, it would be more 
prudent to postpone the expected advantages, and to wait until a really working, practical 
trial had been made on some public railway. . 

The reply to the first part of the first of those objections will be found m the letter to Lord 
Ripon at page 6. In reply to the latter part, I would respectfully submit, that the entire 
railway system has been but a series of experiments, to which we have contributed in no 

That unless ^some additional experiments shall be tried, we cannot reasonably hope for 
any further improvements. That trying liorse-power would be equally experimental, and 
possibly more hazardous than atmospheric traction ; as in my opinion it would neither be 
effectual nor economical, and that it would be manifestly retrograding instead of endeavouring 
to advance. . . 

The statement that Directors should not try experiments at the expense of the Proprietors, 
must be taken subject to considerable modification. It is however unnecessary to discuss 
this point, as I am quite prepared to assert that no such experiment as that proposed, be the 
moving power what it may, ought to be undertaken without the full concurrence and appro- 
bation of the Proprietors; no merely numerical majority ought to decide such a question; 
it should be undertaken with something like unanimity, or not at all. 

It may here perhaps be right to say a word or two as regards the probability of success 
or failure cf the new system of traction, mechanically speaking ; or in other words, leaving 
out the question of cost, whether as regards construction or working. 

You, sir, have seen and carefully examined the experimental apparatus with me. I think 
I may appeal with confidence to you as regards its extreme simplicity, and its most extra- 
ordinary performance, when considered with reference to the rude manner in which all the 
apparatus has been got up, and the wretched state of the road and the rails. 

This apparatus has also been visited by Mr. Bergin ; by Mr. Gibbons (on two occasions); 
by Mr. Richard Pim, your principal mechanical engineer; and by several of the Directors. 
All the gentlemen I have named unite with me in opinion that atmospheric power will on 
the proposed line be found more effective, more economical, and much more attractive than 
horse-power ; and we therefore respectfully unite in our recommendation in its favour to you 
and to the Proprietors. 

We beg to assure you that this opinion has not been hastily or lightly formed. We have 
sought for information wherever we could obtain it ; and among many of the most scientific 
men of the day, whom we have induced to visit the experimental apparatus, not one has 
given an unfavourable opinion. I think the lowest may be stated pretty nearly thus : — 
“ I will not say that it must succeed, but I am unable to point out any plausible reason why 
it should not.” 

In addition to qualified testimony of this kind, I may state that one of the most eminent 
men of whom this or any other country can boast, has most carefully investigated the theory 
of this invention, and has also minutely examined all its practical details at Wormwood 
Scrubbs, and has given me the most decidedly favourable opinion of both, and particularly 
as regards its applicability to the proposed Kingstown and Dalkey line. 

In reply to some queries I put to Mr. Cubitt on this subject, he replies : — 

“ I do not see any well-founded objection to the theory of the Atmospheric Railway, 
and in my opinion the mechanical difficulties are likely to be successfully overcome by 
the means proposed by the patentees. 

“ The invention, if successful, will most certainly (where applicable) present advan- 
tages in many cases over any other mode of working railways, and of the kind prin- 
cipally as set forth in the printed letter to Lord Morpeth ; but the extent to which 
these advantages maybe carried must depend upon experience and a proper application 
of the invention in the first instance. 

“ * * I have 
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“ * * I Lave no hesitation in saying that I know of no situation and 

circumstances combined where the invention could be so well put to the test as those 
m question, viz. as an extension of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway from Kingstown 
to Dalkey, whether considered with regard to the situation of the line, the traffic, the 
prospect of remuneration to those who provide the means for carrying it out, or the 
skill and ability of the parties into whose hands the supervisal and working of the 
concern will fall. 0 

“ In fact > 1 consider it almost impossible to conceive a case in which all the circum- 
stances are so favourable for ensuring success as this, both to the inventors and the 
proprietors of the railway, as far as my knowledge of the subject and of the various 
parties will enable me to form an opinion. 

(signed) “ William Cubitt.” 

With respect to “ economy of working,” all your officers agree that, after the apparatus is 
erected, the cost of working will be much less than horse-power, and that its additional 
attraction would amply compensate for the increased outlay. 

The suggestion that it would be more prudent to wait the result of a practical trial on 
some other railway leads to another branch of this subject, which I confess I approach with 
some difficulty. 

In the printed letter to Lord Ripon (page 22 to 25), I have already alluded to the diffi- 
culties which attend having such a trial. And at the same time it is manifest that without 
some such test, however valuable the invention may ultimately be found to be, the patents 
may be utterly unprofitable ; and on making a communication to this effect to the patentees, 
and also of the probable advantages which they would derive from such a trial as I have 
here recommended, I was at once met in the most libpral spirit; and they have authorized 
me to propose that, if the first trial shall be made on this line, they will assign to the parties 
by whom it may be made 10 per cent, on all sums which they may receive for licenses in 
Great Britain and Ireland until it shall amount to 20,000 Z., and 5 per cent, on all further 
sums during the continuance of their patent; and that, in addition, the Directors of the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway shall be at liberty, if they think proper, at any future 
period, to adopt this mode of working on their line, without any charge for patent right. 

Now, I conceive, that the patentees have either got one of the most valuable patents that 
ever was sealed, or that it is worth nothing ; in fact, that there is no medium. 

If the former should prove to be the case, as I believe it will, the offer to the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway may amount to a sum eminently worth their attention. 

I would, however, respectfully suggest, that no temptation of profit, arising from an offer 
of this kind, ought to induce the Company to make the trial, or to enter into the arrangement, 
which should be solely founded on the prospect of the advantages likely to arise horn the 
legitimate working of the Atmospheric Railway, as applied to the proposed extension. 

On the other hand, if the Directors and Proprietors shall be satisfied that there is a 
reasonable and rational prospect of ample remuneration, altogether irrespective of the offer 
of the patentees, I see no good reason why the additional advantages so liberally offered 
should not be secured to the Company. . 

1 may confess, that in addition to this profit which would attend the success of the pro- 
posed trial, I would also look forward with pride and pleasure to the position which the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway would take with reference to this question, and on which 
I shall not trust myself to expatiate ; merely observing, that all such feelings, and all such 
expectations of collateral profits, should be kept altogether subordinate to the single and 
simple one of the immediate and direct interest of the Proprietors. 

I may be reasonably asked at this period, how I would propose that the necessary funds 
should be raised ? 

I need not assure you , that this part of the subject has had my most anxious attention, 
and I am well pleased to be able to add, that the result of my inquiries is, in my opinion, 
eminently satisfactory. 

Without going into much detail, I would merely state, that the Board of Public Works 
fully unite with me in the importance of the invention proposed to be tried ; and also taking 
into consideration the unquestionable security which the Company can give, they would be 
disposed to recommend a loan to us of the entire amount which would be required, and 
which, in order to be on the safe side, I assume to be 25,000 1. 

In the same liberal spirit, the Commissioners of Kingstown Harbour will probably recom- 
mend that they shall be authorized to sell to the Company one-half of their tramroad, at 
the proportionate price which it cost them many years since, and which is exceedingly 
moderate. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood, that all my recommendations, as regards the pro- 
posed extension, are based on the supposition that both these arrangements shall be carried 
into effect. 

The Company’s present debt to the Board of Works is being liquidated by a fixed 
annuity of 6 per cent., or rather of 6,000 Z. per annum; and if a similar arrangement can be 
made with respect to the proposed loan (which I do not doubt), it would entail a charge on 
the Company of 1,500 Z. per annum for about 27 years. 

This payment would, in all probability, be amply met by our Parliamentary Reserve 
Fund ; and thus no Proprietor would be called on for any advance, nor would his future 
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dividends be interfered with. It might probably meet the views of some of the Directors 
and Proprietors if, in addition, the whole of the profits which were fairly traceable to the 
proposed extension should be applied to the liquidation of this particular debt; if so, it 
would probably he discharged in a very few years. 

Believe me, See. 

Joseph Kincaid, Esq. . James Pim > Treasurer. 

Chairman of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway. 



o- Office of Public Works, 15 January 1842. 

I am’ directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th inst., requesting, on 
the part of the Directors of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company, that the Com- 
missioners of Kingstown Harbour will apply for the sanction of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant to sell to the Company one line of the present tramroad from Kingstown to 
Dalkey, according to the sections transmitted by you (and -which are herewith returned), for 
one-half the cost of the entire, according to the inquisition lately held by the Commissioners. 

And I am directed to acquaint you, that the Commissioners of Kingstown Harbour do not 
conceive that the time is yet arrived for their formally disposing of this portion of the tram- 
way. or for asking the Lord Lieutenant’s sanction for so doing. 

The object of the Directors of the Railway Company comprehending many matters of 
public consideration, the Treasury have hitherto been referred to, and until their Lordships 
shall explain their views and determination, the Lord Lieutenant would, no doubt, be un- 
willing to interfere ; nor, for the same reason, can the Commissioners presume to proceed 
with any effective acts for the present. . „ * ,, , ,, 

The Commissioners will, however, repeat, for the satisfaction of the Directors, that they 
are quite prepared to give every encouragement in their power to the proposed undertaking, 
and are ready at once to afford any explanations as to their views and opinions on the nature 
and extent of the accommodation which they can recommend may be afforded by the 



Government, some of which suggest themselves at present : — 

1 st. When the proposition was first made, it was understood that one-halt ot the 
tramway would be required for the Atmospheric Line ; it now appears, however, by the 
working drawings, that a much larger portion will be required, leaving the remaining 
line of tramway for the harbour service in so confined a track as may lead to some 
inconvenience ; the Commissioners, therefore, on the principle laid down by the treasurer 
of the Company, paying the cost of what they take, consider that the purchase-money 
should be calculated on the proportionate surface contents of the space taken. 

2d. As the working out ot the design will necessarily interfere with the operations 
of the harbour contractors, tbe Commissioners must hold the Company bound to 
satisfy any claims that may be made by the contractors on that account. 

3d. All surface-material from the necessary excavations, that is, all that the Com- 
pany does not require for immediate use on their own works, to be deposited where 
required by the Harbour Commissioners, and left at their disposition ; provided that, 
should the Company have more convenient places to deposit, the Commissioners pay 
for any extra conveyance. 

4th. The Company to take the entire responsibility of any interference with the 
boundaries of the land adjoining the side of the tramway which they take, as well 
as all disputes concerning them. 



By order of the Board, 

To James Pim, Jun., Esq. (signed) Henry . Paine , Secretary. 

Railway Office, Westland-row. 



Dublin and Kingstown Railway Office, 

Sir, 48, Westland-row, April 1842. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, in due course, of your letter of the 15th 
January last, in reply to mine of the 10 th January, and in reference to those letters, par- 
ticularly to the paragraph in yours which states that the Commissioners of Kingstown 
Harbour did not (then) conceive that the time had yet arrived for their formally disposing 
of the required portion of their tramway, I now beg leave to say that, as the Proprietors 
of this Company have, on the 26th ultimo, authorized the Directors to proceed with the 
proposed line of railway from Kingstown to Dalkey, and as the Board of Works have 
been pleased to recommend the Lords of the Treasury to grant a loan for the purpose, I 
trust the Commissioners will, in order to save unnecessary delay, permit me to renew our 
application, contingent, however, on a favourable answer being received from their Lordships. 

And having, at an interview with the Board, availed myself of your obliging intimation, 
that the Commissioners were ready to afford any explanations as to their views and opinions 
on the nature and extent of the accommodation which they can recommend, I now beg 
leave to submit the following amended proposition, which, I trust, will be satisfactory : — 

That the width to be retained for the Commissioners’ tramroad shall in no case be 
less than 12 feet, and this only in such parts as their engiaeer may consent to. 

That for -the remainder of the tramroad from the village of Dalkey to the Harbour- 
master’s house at Kingstown, this Company shall pay to the Commissioners one-halt 
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the snm which they miy have paid for it, the expenses of inquisitions or conveyances 
not to be included. J 

That inasmuch as it is at present difficult to determine what extent of accommoda- 
tion the Railway Company may require at Kingstown, or what can be granted by the 
Commissioners without inconvenience to the public, possession during the pleasure of 
the Commissioners shall be given to this Company of the portion marked on the 
accompanying map, and lying between the Harbour-master’s house and the Forty- 
foot-road ; and that so soon as the quantity necessary for the Railway Company and 
which the Harbour Commissioners can give, shall be mutually agreed on, it shall be 
duly conveyed to the Company. 

Any surplus materials not wanted for immediate use shall be held at the disposal of 
the Commissioners, on the terms stated in your letter ; and the Railway Company will 
hold themselves accountable for such compensation to the harbour contractors as 
the Commissioners may think proper; and they will also hold themselves responsible 
for any interference with the boundaries of the land adjoining the side of the tramway. 

And inasmuch as it may be difficult for the Commissioners at present to determine" 
what accommodation they may require for crossing from one part of their property to 
another, the Board will undertake to construct such crossing-places over or under their 
line, as the Commissioners may from time to time call upon them to execute, within the 
term of seven years. 

I have, &c. 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. (signed) James Pim, Jun., Treasurer, 

Secretary to the Commissioners of Dublin and Kingstown Railway. 

Kingstown Harbour. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

May it please your Lordships, 21 April 1842. 

We have the honour to forward herewith an abstract of an application from the Dublin 
and Kingstown Railway Company, for a loan from this Board, under the Act of 1 & 2 Will. 4 
c. 33, of Twenty-five thousand pounds (25,000 /.), for an extension of their line from 
Kingstown to Dalkey, and we beg leave to recommend the same for your Lordships’ 
favourable consideration. 

The object in view by the Company is to extend their line to Dalkey, where, and in the 
neighbourhood, there is a large population, and it is expected that the revenue to be 
derived from the tolls will be ample to repay the loan ; but the security on which the 
Board recommended the loan for your Lordships' consideration is, that of the profits of 
the entire existing line to Dublin, on which a mortgage will be given, and which amounted, 
after paying the expenses and charge for interest and principal on the debt to this Board, 
in the last year to 12,338 Z. 11s. 4 d. 

The Board have no hesitation in recommending to the most favourable consideration of your 
Lordships the present application for a loan, as by means of it an experiment on a large 
scale will be made of the new system of locomotion by atmospheric action, — an invention 
of great promise, and, if successful, of the utmost importance to the country. 

We have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners of (signed) J . F. Burgoyne. 

Her Majesty’s Treasury, London. J- Radcliff. 



Application for a Loan to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 






Applicants. i 


Object. 


Sum 


Nature of Security. 


Rate of proposed 
Repayment. 


Observation. 




Required. 




Principal. 


Interest. -J 


Wlore of the 
hnblin and 

fcngstown 

lUilway. 

L-a 


- - For an Exten- 
sion of their 
Railway from 
Kingstown to 
Dalkey, on the 
Atmospheric 
Principle. 


£.25,000 


- - Mortgage of 
Tolls and Pro- 
perty. 


- - To be re- 
paid within 
20 Years. 


5 per cent. 


- - This project has 
been thoroughly in- 
vestigated and ap- 
proved by the prin- 
cipal Engineer to 
the Board, Jacob 
Owen, Esq., and the 
Loan is recommend- 
ed for their Lord- 
ships’ sanction, for 
the reasons stated in 
the accompanying 

Letter. 


< ®" of- Public Wo*., Dublin, 
21 April 1842. 






(signed) 


Henry R- Paine , Secretary. 
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Gentlemen Treasury Chambers, 24 May 1842. 

Hating laid’before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury your secretary’s 
letter of the 21st ultimo, enclosing an abstract of an application from the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway Company for a loan of Twenty-five thousand pounds (25,000 1 .) for an 
extension of their line from Kingstown to Dalkey, I have it in command to acquaint you 
that my Lords are pleased to approve of the loan in question, on the security of the profits 
of the entire line. 

1 am, &c. 

To the Commissioners of Public Works, (signed) G. Clerk. 

&c. &c. &c. 



gj r Office of Public Works, 11 August 1842. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to inform you, for the information 
of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that a negotiation has been going on between the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company, the Treasury, the Board of Public Works, and 
the Harbour Commissioners, relative to an extension of that railway to Dalkey, a distance 
of one mile and three-quarters, on the atmospheric principle. The Treasury have sanctioned 
a loan of 25 , 000 1 , and the Harbour Commissioners have offered to dispose of one of the 
two lines of tramway for the purpose, subject to the sanction of Ins Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, under the Act of 1 Geo. 4, c. 69, s. 10 . This sanction, the Commissioners 
now request. Should his Excellency, or Lord Eliot, or yourself, require an inspection 
of any of the plans or explanations relative to this project, an appointment to that effect 
shall be attended to. 

I have, &c. 

Edward Lucas, Esq. (signed) Henry R. Paine, Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Castle. 



gj rj Office of Public Works, 11 August 1842. 

I have received and submitted to the Board your letter of April 1842, renewing the 
application of the Directors of the Kingstown Railway Company to be put in possession 
of part of the tramway which the Board had constructed from the harbour of Kingstown to 
their quarries at Dalkey, for the purpose of carrying on the proposed extension of the 
railway on the atmospheric principle, and stating the conditions which the Directors propose 
to comply with for the accommodation. 

And they have directed me to inform you that your letter contains all that they consider 
necessary, subject to the sanction of the Lord Lieutenant, which has been this day applied 
for. 

By order of the Board, 

James Pim, Jun., Esq., Treasurer, (signed) Henry JR. Paine, Secretary. 

Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 12 August 1842. 

I have to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, relative to the 
disposal of one of the two lines of tramway by the Kingstown Harbour Commissioners 
for the extension of the railway to Dalkey, and to acquaint you, for the information of your 
Board, that your communication will he submitted to the chief secretary oil his arrival. 

I am, &c. 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. (signed) E. Lucas. 

Secretary to the Board of Works. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 1 September 1842. 

Your letter of the 11th ultimo having been submitted to the Lords Justices, I am 
directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Board of Works and the Harbour 
Commissioners of Kingstown, that, pursuant to the Act 1 Geo. 4, c. 69, s. 10, their Excel- 
lencies are pleased to approve of one of the lines of tramway referred to by you being dis- 
posed of to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company, for the purpose of extending that 
railway from Kingstown to Dalkey on the atmospheric principle. 

I am, &c. 

H. R. Paine, Esq. (signed) Eliot. 



Sir, 
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Sir, Office of Public Works, 3 September 1842. 

I am directed to acquaint you, for tlie information of the Directors of the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway Company, that the Board have had a communication from the. chief 
secretary, intimating the sanction of the Lords Justices to one of the lines of tramway . from 
Dalkey to the Harbour of Kingstown being disposed of to the Dublin and Kingstown Rail- 
way Company, for the purpose of extending that railway from Kingstown to Dalkey on the 
atmospheric principle, and instructions will forthwith be given to the Board’s solicitor to 
prepare the necessary deed of conveyance accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

James Pim, Jun., Esq. (signed) D. Corneille , pro Sectr. 

Railway Office, Westland-row. 



Sir, 17, Dame-street, Dublin, 3 December 1842. 

I am instructed to forward to you, in order to its being laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a Memorial addressed to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by certain persons residing in Kingstown and its vicinity, setting 
forth the irreparable injury that will infallibly accrue to the Royal Asylum Harbour, as well 
as the great injury several of the Memorialists individually will suffer, if the contemplated 
Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey be permitted to commence at the point 
now fixed upon, viz., within 50 yards of the terminus of the Dublin and Kingstown 
Railway, leaving only about ] 50 feet clear access to a great public work, which will pro- 
bably cost, before its completion, one million sterling. 

The Memorialists, believing that all public property is peculiarly vested in their Lordships, 
have considered it incumbent on them to instruct me to forward a copy of their Memorial 
for their Lordships’ information, and they have felt the more called upon to take this step, 
as the further extension of a railway across the face of Kingstown Harbour was denied by a 
Committee of the House of Commons in 1833, and, if now permitted by Government, will 
be effecting by private arrangement what Parliament in its wisdom then rejected. 

In what manner, or by what authority, the tramways leading to the harbour have been 
surrendered to the Railway Company is unknown to the Memorialists, but it is a remarkable 
fact within their knowledge, that the resident engineer of the Harbour Commissioners at 
Kingstown is likewise engineer for the Railway Company, notwithstanding that the con- 
templated work is attempted to be carried on to the grievous injury of individuals, and 
without an Act of Parliament. 

I am instructed to add, that Memorialists rely with the utmost confidence that individual 
as well as the public interests will be fully protected by their Lordships, and that the pro- 
jected railway will not.be permitted to commence at a point that will be ruinous to the 
harbour and hurtful to many individuals. 

I have, &c. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) John Orpin. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 

[For the Memorial transmitted with this letter, vide page 18.] 



Sir, Office of Public Works, 22 December 1842. 

I am directed to return the copy of the Memorial from certain inhabitants ot Kingstown, 
praying that the contemplated Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey may not 
be allowed to commence at the point now fixed upon, and to acquaint you that the Com- 
missioners of the harbour, having given every encouragement to this project of railway, as 
a most interesting experiment of a principle that might be of great national importance, 
and having recommended it to the favourable notice of their Lordships and the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, it is needless to state that they entirely dissent from the prayer of the Memorial. 

They had found it necessary to acquire by purchase the fee of the tramway, by which 
materials brought from the quarries on Dalkey Hill, a distance of two and a quarter miles, 
and having only occasion now and prospectively for a single line, they have, with the 
sanction of the Lord Lieutenant, disposed of that portion of the other line up to the village 
of Dalkey, required for this new undertaking. 

The Memorial contains two allegations as grounds of complaint for requesting the inter- 
ference of the Government — 

1. The illegality of the proceeding. 

2. The injury that their interests will suffer. 

With regard to the first, some of the best legal opinions in the country, including the 
present Master of the Rolls, Serjeant Warren, and Mr. O’Connell, have been obtained of 
the indisputable power possessed by the Company to take the lands, and to enter into the 
engagements they have done. _ 
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One of them ends by answering the demand for. general advice thus : 

« I do not see any matter that I would suggest to the Company, save to proceed 
with their works in total disregard of any threats of litigation, for which I consider 
there are no legal grounds whatsoever.” 

The second complaint is, of the injury that will he done to the interests of the Memorialists, 
which is confined, so far as stated by them, to having their access to the harbour restricted 
to one space of 150 feet, implying at the same time great injury to this public establishment. 

The sentence containing this complaint, which, in fact, comprises the whole of the 
essential substance of the Memorial, is as follows : — 

« That the space between the eastern and western piers of said harbour is about 
4,000 feet, and that the Dublin and Kingstown Railway has been already extended 
from the western pier (where it originally terminated), across the old harbour of Dun- 
leary to the Forty-foot-road, near the eastern pier, thus encroaching upon the front of the 
harbour to an extent of nearly 3,000 feet, and leaving a portion of only 1,050 feet, or 
little more than one-fourth of its frontage, accessible to the public ; and that if the 
Atmospheric Railway be constructed as at present intended, and laid out, a space of 
only 150 feet out of 4,000 will remain of free and unrestricted access to the public, and 
not intersected by a railroad.” 

That their Lordships may understand this point better, a Plan is enclosed, showing the 
disposition of the land of the fore-shore of the harbour. 

This shore was originally of rough rocks contiguous to the sea. During the construction 
of the harbour the rocks to some distance beyond low-water mark have been filled in for 
wharfs. A spacious approach, called the “ Forty-foot-road,” has been made down to it, and 
a handsome road along the upper side from the Forty-foot-road to the west, all at the public 
expense, and thrown open to the public, and particularly advantageous to the inhabitants 
of Kingstown. During the progress of the work, and before the construction of the Dublin 
and Kingstown Railway, the entire of the fore-shore was open, but it was always intended 
to be enclosed as soon as any useful appropriation of the space should require it, leaving 
such approaches as might be reasonably required by the public. 

With this view, when permission was given to carry the railway on to the present ter- 
minus at the Forty-foot-road (a measure that was considered highly advantageous to 
Kingstown and the harbour), the Commissioners required, as a condition, that the Railway 
Company should make any passages or bridges over it that they should deem necessary for 
communications to the prospective wharfage and piers ; and effectively, one passage on a 
level, with the necessary gates and watchman, was provided in connexion witli the west 
pier (A.), and abridge of 38 feet of roadway was constructed to the east of the old har- 
bour, as shown on the plan (B.) These are considered to afford ample accommodation for 
all that side. 

The remaining extent from the present railway terminus to the east pier may be, as stated 
by Memorialists, 1,050 feet, hitherto left open, but equally applicable to being enclosed 
whenever circumstances should require it. 

Of that space, the Memorialists themselves admit that an approach of 150 feet will be 
left for communication to the harbour, and their Lordships will judge whether such is not 
ample for every purpose of access to the harbour, particularly when it is to be observed that 
for the entire space there is no public right of way down to the harbour, or on the Commis- 
sioners’ ground from Kingstown. 

As the Memorial is not by any means universally signed by the principal inhabitants and 
persons most interested in Kingstown (the agents of the lords of the soil, who have a far 
greater interest than any others, are no parties to it), and as the allegations are so weak, it is 
to be presumed that the motives of the Memorialists must arise from causes that they would 
not venture to bring forward, such as partial inconveniences apprehended by the individuals, 
or a vague apprehension of injury to their property or profits by the effect of extension of the 
railway system beyond their town ; and it seems monstrous to expect on such grounds, either 
as declared or concealed, that the Lord Lieutenant should now, at this late period, withdraw 
a sanction to an arrangement, on the faith of which the Railway Company are proceeding 
actively with extensive works, and have entered into engagements to a very large amount. 

Having thus explained the general merits of the case, it may not be superfluous to add a 
few remarks on particular terms of the Memorial, which might lead to wrong impressions. 

It is stated that the Town Commissioners obtained a power to purchase land for the pur- 
pose of public walks and gardens, part of which is that piece or parcel of land in front of 
the g.aid harbour, and immediately communicating with the piers and quays thereof. 

The portion of land alluded to is marked (C.) on the map ; it is enclosed by a wall, and 
has no opening or communication towards the piers and quays, excepting a footway allowed 
by sufferance as a temporary indulgence, and on which is a gate. 

It is subsequently stated that Parliament restricted the Company from a further extension 
of their line; and further, that the intention of the Company to construct this small railway 
on the atmospheric principle is in direct violation of an Act of Parliament. 

This, it is submitted, is incorrect : Parliament never restricted the Company from any 

future 
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future proceedings which they could undertake without its sanction ; it refused to give the 
extra powers which the Legislature alone can give ; but that is very different from prohibiting 
the proceedings ; consequently there can be no violation of an Act of Parliament in the 
case on that ground. 

It may also be stated, without disrespect, that Parliament may be induced, by powerful in- 
fluence and highly-coloured objections, to refuse its sanction to very meritorious undertakings, 
which is proved by many useful private Acts being passed, after being refused in preceding 
sessions ; therefore its having been rejected by Parliament is no absolute proof that it was 
improper, as is endeavoured to be enforced by the Memorialists. 

It is also stated, that “ if the Atmospheric Railway be constructed as intended, a space 
of only 150 feet out of 4,000 will remain of free and unrestricted access to the public, and 
not intersected by a railroad.” 

By the preceding explanation, and a reference to the plan, their Lordships will perceive 
that the Memorial, in treating of 150 feet as the only access to the harbour out of the 4,000 
feet which constitutes its entire frontage, disingenuously omits any notice of the public pas 
sage to the west pier, and the bridge to the east of the old harbour ; the former, being on a 
level, may not perhaps strictly be called free and unrestricted, but it is virtually an efficient 
passage ; but the bridge is thoroughly free and unrestricted. 

The Memorialists advert to the injury their property may sustain by the disposition of 
the ground held by the Commissioners of the harbour in trust for the public. 

The Commissioners deny that, as inhabitants of Kingstown, they have any rights whatever 
over the harbour property beyond what the public in general have ; and they have always 
refused to sanction an idea that the inhabitants had any grounds for maintaining, as has 
sometimes been attempted, that no appropriation of the public property, however useful, 
ought to be made that might take away some advantage that may have been previously 
enjoyed by individual proprietors or residents at Kingstown ; at the same time, the Com- 
missioners have never neglected any opportunity that afforded to attend, so far as their duty 
would allow, to the accommodation of the residents of the vicinity, having made many 
arrangements to that effect. 

There is little to remark upon the letter of the solicitor (Mr. John Orpin), enclosing the 
Memorial, of which it is nearly an abstract, excepting as regards an unworthy insinuation 
against the resident engineer of this Board. The fact is that the harbour of Kingstown 
being within six miles of Dublin, with access to it by railway every half-hour, it is so imme- 
diately under the eyes of the Commissioners and their principal engineer, that it would be 
quite out of the power of the resident subordinate officer to influence their opinions unduly 
in any way ; nor was he even consulted on the arrangements, excepting on certain facts 
which he could not falsify without detection, even were he so inclined, which the Board feel 
assured he never would be. 

I have, &c. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) Henry R. Pome, Secretary. 

Treasury, London. 



gj r Treasury Chambers, 20 January 1843. 

Having laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury your letter of 
the 3 d ultimo, and the Memorial (therein enclosed) from certain inhabitants of Kingstown, 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, remonstrating against the construction of an Atmospheric 
Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey : 1 have it in command from their Lordships to 
acquaint you, for the information of the gentlemen who signed the Memorial, that my Lords 
cannot interfere in the execution of a work which appears to have received the sanction ot 
the Lord Lieutenant, and to which there appears to be no legal objection. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. John Orpin, (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 

17, Dame-street, Dublin. 



gj r Admiralty, 20 February 1843. 

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of fc Mil 
instant, enclosing a copy of a Precept of the Honourable House ol Commons, dated the 9th 
instant, calling for Copies of certain Papers relative to the Dublui and Kingstown Railway, 
and signifying the request of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty s Treasupr to be 
furnished with a Retin to the said order, so far as relates to the naval department : I ant 
commanded by my Lords to transmit to you a copy of a letter from Mr. John Orpm, soli- 
citor, transmitting a printed copy of tile Memorial addressed by the inhabitants ot Kings- 
town and its vicinity to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; together with a copy of the Reply 
of the Board of Admiralty thereto; and to request yon will lay the same before the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and state that no Memorial ^has been addressed 
on the subject to this department by the inhabitants of Kingstown and its vicinity. 



Sir George Clerk, Bart., 
Treasury. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Sidney Herbert. 
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is 

Copy of a Letter addressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty (enclosing a Printed Copy 
of the Memorial of the Inhabitants of Kingstown and its Vicinity to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland) by Mr. John Orpin , Solicitor to the Memorialists. 

Sir, 17, Dame-street, Dublin, 5 December 1842. 

I am instructed to forward to you, in order to its being laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a Memorial addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, by certain persons residing in Kingstown and its vicinity, setting forth 
the irreparable injury that will inevitably accrue to the Royal Asylum Harbour of Kings- 
town, as well as the great injury many of the Memorialists individually will suffer if the 
contemplated Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey be permitted to commence 
at the point now fixed upon; viz. within 50 yards of the terminus of the Dublin and Kings- 
town Railway, leaving only about 150 feet of clear access to a great national work, which 
will probably cost the country, before its completion, one million sterling. 

As the maritime interests of this great empire, including the protection of public har- 
bours, are in an especial manner confided to their Lordships’ care, the Memorialists have 
considered themselves called upon to bring this important matter under their Lordships’ 
immediate notice, in the confident hope that the contemplated encroachment upon Kings- 
town Harbour will be effectually resisted by their high authority. 

The Memorialists have been impelled to take this step, as the further extension of a rail- 
way across the face of Kingstown Harbour was denied by a Committee of the House of 
Commons in 1833, and if now permitted by Government, will be effecting by private 
arrangement what Parliament in its wisdom then rejected. 

In what manner or by what authority the tramways leading to the harbour have been or 
are about to be surrendered to the Railway Company is unknown to the Memorialists ; but 
it is a remarkable fact within their knowledge, that the resident engineer of the Harbour 
Commissioners at Kingstown is likewise engineer for the Railway Company ; which we 
respectfully submit is a state of things that should not exist, when the local engineer must 
naturally be referred to, and his opinion influential. 

I have, &c. 

The Hon. Sidney Herbert, (signed) John Orpin , 

Secretary to the Admiralty, London. Solicitor to the Memorialists. 



Copy of the Reply of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to the Letter of Mr. John 
Orpin , dated the 5th of December 1842, and addressed to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Sir, . Admiralty, 17 December 1842. 

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, transmitting a copy of a Memorial addressed' 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland by certain persons residing at Kingstown and its vicinity, 
setting forth the irreparable injury that will inevitably accrue to the Royal Asylum Har- 
bour of Kingstown, as well as die great injury many of the Memorialists will individually 
suffer if the contemplated Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey be permitted’ 
to commence at the point now fixed on, namely, within 50 yards of the terminus of the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you, that their Lordships, having given up their control over Kings- 
town Harbour to the Irish Board of Works, are not disposed to interfere in this matter; but 
their Lordships think that the prayer of the Memorial is just, and that the Railway Com- 
pany should not be allowed to encroach on the interests of the noble harbour and thriving 
establishments of Kingstown. 

I am, &c. 

To John Orpin, Esq. * (signed) John Barrow. 

17, Dame-street, Dublin. 
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COPIES of a Memorial of the Inhabitants of Kingstown and its Vicinity to the Master- 
General and Board of Ordnance, setting forth the irreparable Injury that will accrue to 
the Royal Asylum Harbour of Kingstown if an Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown 
to Dalkey is permitted to traverse the Front of the Harbour Of Reports made on the 
subject to the Master-General of the Ordnance by the Officers commanding the Royal 
Engineers and Royal Artillery at Dublin. 



No. 1. Copy of Letter from Mr. John Orpin, Solicitor, of No. 17, Dame-street, Dublin, enclosing 
Copy of a Memorial of the Inhabitants of Kingstown to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
relative to a contemplated Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey. 

No. 2. Copy of a Report from the Commanding Royal Engineer in Ireland, stating that the proposed 
Atmospheric Railway will not affect the Ordnance Property. 

No. 3. Copy of Letter from Mr. Henry R. Paine, Secretary to the Board of Works, expressing the 
Wish of the Commissioners of Kingstown Harbour to purchase a Piece of Ordnance Land at 
Glasthule, with the Battery thereon, on certain Conditions ; with accompanying Sketches. 

No. 4. Copy of Report from the Commanding Royal Engineer in Ireland, on the foregoing Proposal. 

No. 5. Copy of Report from the Commanding Officer of Artillery and the Commanding Royal 
Engineer in Ireland, relative to the Ordnance Land at Glasthule being given up to the Board 
of Public Works. 



No. 1. 



Sir, No. 17, Dame-street, Dublin, 6 December 1842. 

I am instructed to forward to you, for the information of the Right honourable the Master- 
General and the Honourable Board of Ordnance, a copy of a Memorial which lias been 
presented to the Irish Government by certain persons residing in Kingstown and its vicinity, 
setting forth the great and incalculable injury the Royal Asylum Harbour at Kingstown 
will inevitably suffer, as well as the loss which many of the Memorialists individually will 
sustain, if the contemplated Atmospheric Railway from Kingstown to Dalkey be permitted 
to commence at the point now fixed upon, namely, within 50 yards of the terminus of the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway, leaving thereby an approach of only 150 feet to a great 
national harbour that will cost the country, before its completion, one million sterling. 



In respectfully requesting the attention of the Master-General and the Honourable Board 
to the important facts connected with this matter set forth in the Memorial, I am at the same 
time instructed, on the part of the Memorialists, to express their most earnest and confident 
hope that the Master-General and Honourable Board will not permit any ground in the 
vicinity of the Royal Asylum Harbour which may he vested in them to be conveyed to the 
Railway Directors, or any other person or persons, for the purpose of being given over to 
the said Railway Directors, until an opportunity shall have been afforded to the Memorialists 
to state their objections in Parliament, on grounds both public and private, to the contem- 
plated railway, unless it shall be commenced at a reasonable distance to the eastward of 
the harbour. 

I have, etc. 

Richard Byham, Esq. (signed) John Orpin, 

Secretary to the Board of Ordnance, London. Solicitor for the Memorialists. 



(A true copy.) 



R. Byham, Secretary. 



Office of Ordnance, 17 February 1843. 
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To his Excellency Earl De Grey, K.G., Lord Lieutenant, General and General Governor 
of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Inhabitants of Kingstown, County Dublin, 
and its Vicinity, 

Most respectfully shows, 

That by an Act passed in the year 1831, certain persons therein named were incorporated 
under the name and style of “ The Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company, ' and the said 
Company was thereby empowered to make a railway, commepgng ;from Westland-rpw, in 
the city of Dublin, and terminating at or near the head of the Western Pier ot the Asylum 
Harbour at Kingstown. 

That by the 56th sect, of said Act, the Commissioners of the said Asylum Harbour were 
empowered, by and with the consent of the Lord Lieutenant, to dispose of certain lands, 
o'uarries railways and other property situate near to the said harbour, which were originally 
purchased by the said Commissioners for the purpose of facilitating the erection of the 
said Asylum Harbour, and were also given hill power of vesting the same in the said 
Kail way Company. 

That by the 57th sect, of the said Act, the said Railroad Company were empowered to 
work, use and dispose of the said lands, quarries, railways and other property, in such 
manner and for such purpose as they should think fit. 

That by the lG2d sect, of the said Act it was provided, that unless the said Company 
should within the space of three years, to be computed from the passing of said Act, agree 
for or cause to be valued and paid for, the lands, tenements and hereditaments, which they 
■were by the said Act empowered to take or use, or so much thereof as they should deem 
necessary, then and thenceforth the powers which were thereby granted to them for taking 
or using the said lands, tenements or hereditaments should cease and be utterly void. 

That in the year 1833 the said Railroad Company, having succeeded in obtaining from 
the Board of Public Works in Ireland a sum of 75,000 Z. for the purposes of said Act, and 
liavino- also contemplated an extension of the railway, applied to Parliament for a Bill “to 
enable the said Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company to make a Branch Railway, and 
for amending and enlarging the Powers and Provisions of the said Act incorporating the 
said Company.” 

That the said Company sought by the said Bill to obtain the sanction of the Legislature 
to the extension of their railway, from the head of the Western Pier of the said Asylum 
Harbour across the entire front of the harbour, and then on to certain quarries near 
Killiney/and to terminate the said Tailroad at the townland of Killiney, in the county of 
Dublin. 

That the inhabitants of the town of Kingstown and its vicinity, upon a conviction that, 
if the powers and privileges sought to be obtained by the said Bill were acceded to, and 
that the said Railroad Company were permitted to monopolize the entire frontage of the 
harbour, and continue the railroad beyond the then prescribed boundary, their properties 
would be seriously inj ured, and in consequence of such apprehension, the inhabitants and 
freeholders of the said town presented a Petition to the House, of Commons, praying to be 
heard by their counsel and agents against the Bill. 

That a Committee having been appointed by the House of Commons to take into con- 
sideration the merits of the said Bill, and the Petition in opposition to it, assembled on 
or about tire 17th of May 1833, and after an inquiry of several days, having examined 
all the witnesses produced on behalf of the said Company, and having also examined Sif 
John Rennie, the directing engineer of the said harbour, and the witnesses produced on 
the part of the Petitioners, the Committee rejected the said Bill. 

That the said Railroad Company having failed to convince the Committee that the 
powers and provisions theretofore granted to the said Company ought to be increased, the 
said Company, on or about the 10th of June 1833, and immediately upon the rejection of 
the said Bill, appealed to a Committee of the whole House, with a view to reverse that 
decision, when, upon a full debate, and after the appeal so made had been supported by. 
such members of the Committee as were favourably disposed towards the Railroad Com- 
pany, the House was pleased to confirm the decision of the Committee. 

That said Railroad Company, in the year 1834, again applied, to Parliament for a 
limited extension of the said Railroad, and having pledged themseLves to the public, and 
consented to the introduction of a clause in the said Bill, only to extend the said railroad 
so as to communicate with the landing wharf or quay of the said harbour, and the atten- 
tion .of Parliament and the Admiralty having been already drawn to said railroad, the 
said inhabitants did not feel themselves called upon to oppose the said Bill, and the more 
so, as such opposition was and would be attended with considerable expense to the said 
inhabitants. 

That the said Company. were, in and . by the said last-mentioned Act, prevented from 
extending the said railroad beyond the Forty-foot Road, in the town of Kingstown, and 
have, in consequence thereof, completed the said railroad in manner mentioned by the 
said Act, , 

That 
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That it was in and by the 13th section of the said last-mentioned Act enacted, that if 
the said Company should not within the space of three years, to he computed from the 
passing of the said Act, agree for, and cause to be valued and paid for, the lands, houses, 
buildings or other premises which they were by the said Act empowered to purchase, all 
the powers thereby granted for that purpose should cease, determine, and be utterly null 
and void. 

That the said 13th section only extended for a further period of three years the powers 
and provisions contained in said former Act, relative to the purchase of said lands, 
houses, buildings and other premises. 

That the inhabitants of the town of Kingstown, being desirous of paving, lighting and 
otherwise improving the said town, applied to Parliament in the year 1834, and obtained an 
Act for that purpose. 

That very extensive powers are thereby granted, and certain Commissioners thereby 
appointed for the purpose of carrying them into effect, and amongst others, that of pur- 
chasing land for the purpose of being adopted to the making of public walks and gardens 
for the use and benefit or the inhabitants of the said town ; and that part of the lands and 
premises so authorized to be purchased under the said Act is that piece or parcel of land 
in front of the said harbour, and immediately communicating with the piers and quays 

That in the year 1836, the Commissioners of the Royal Harbour applied to Parliament, 
and obtained an Act “ to amend several Acts relating to the Harbour of Kingstown. ” 

That the said Act gives very extensive powers to the said Commissioners not theretofore 
possessed by them, and amongst others, that of supplying vessels with ballast from the 
quarries, without making further compensation for the same to the owners thereof. 

That by the 19th section of the said Act it is recited, a That it would much encourage the 
quarrying or working of the beds or fields of granite in the vicinity of Kingstown and 
Dalkey, if the carriage therefrom of materials quarried or raised thereout were facilitated, by 
permitting the tramroads or railways belonging to said Commissioners to be used for that 
purpose;” and it was by the said section enacted, “ That it should and might be lawful for 
the Commissioners of the said harbour to permit certain persons therein described to make 
use of the said tramroads or railways, and also to grant leases of the said tramroads or 
railways for any term not exceeding seven years.” 

That your Memorialists, relying on the protection afforded them by the Legislature, having, 
in accordance with the prayer of their Petition, restricted the said Railroad Company from 
any further extension of their line, and the period having expired within which the said 
Company were privileged to purchase the said lands, tenements and hereditaments men- 
tioned in their said Act, your Memorialists were induced to expend large sums of money in 
the erection of houses in the said town, their chief inducement being its contiguity to the 
harbour, and the freedom of access to its quays and piers. 

That your Memorialists, not being members of the said Railroad Company, have only 
recently ascertained that your Excellency’s sanction has been obtained for the transfer of 
a portion of the public tramroad to the Dublin and Kingstown Railroad Company, aud 
that it is their intention, in direct violation of an Act of Parliament, to use and employ the 
same for the conveyance of passengers by a railway upon a new and untried principle. 

That the space between the Eastern and Western Piers of said harbour is about 4,000 
feet, and that the Dublin and Kingstown Railway has been already extended from the 
Western Pier (where it originally terminated), across the old harbour of Dunleary, to the 
Forty-foot-road, near the Eastern Pier, thus encroaching upon the front of the harbour to 
an extent of nearly 3,000 feet, and leaving a portion of only 1,050 feet, or little more than 
one-fourth of its frontage, accessible to the public ; and that if the Atmospheric Railway be 
constructed as at present intended, and laid out, a space of only 150 feet out of 4,000 will 
remain of free and unrestricted access to the public, and not intersected by a railroad. 

That your Memorialists with great confidence now approach your Excellency, feeling 
satisfied that, upon a consideration of the case, and the very limited portion of the frontage 
of said harbour now remaining for public purposes, your Excellency will be pleased to direct 
such steps to be taken in regard to said transfer, and the sanction so obtained, as will 
obviate the necessity of your Memorialists seeking through the intervention of a court of 
law or equity that protection for their property they feel themselves justly entitled to, 
and that your Excellency will not sanction a measure “that cannot conduce directly or 
indirectly to a permanent increase of emplojnnent,” or aid by such sanction a transfer of 
property taken from private individuals for public purposes, and that to a Company incor- 
porated for their individual emolument, or further promote any speculation unaided by the 
sanction of Parliament, which your Memorialists are convinced will seriously injure their 
property whereon they have expended large sums of money, upon the faith of the protection 
afforded by three several Acts of Parliament; one of them passed exclusively for their 
benefit ; the second being the said Railroad Act, in which, at their instance, and after an 
expensive but successful assertion of their rights, the restrictive clauses relied upon by 
your Memorialists were introduced; and the third being that under which alone, your 
Memorialists conceive and humbly submit, any power now exists for the transfer of said 

62. c 2 tramroad. 
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tramroacl, and that alone for the purposes mentioned in said .Act, and which. Memorialists 
submit, were never meant or intended for any other than public and national pui poses. 

Memorialists, therefore, most earnestly and respectfully entreat your Excellency will 
take their case into consideration, and not authorise the infliction of a serious injury 
upon public and private property, without granting Memorialists the privilege of 
being heard by counsel or otherwise before your Excellency ; and Memorialists 
pledge themselves, if such opportunity he afforded, to satisfy your Excellency 
that 'the sanction of the Lords Justices to the transfer of the public tramroads 
to the Railway Company could not have been obtained upon a full and fair repre- 
sentation of all the circumstances relative to the previous unsuccessful attempts 
of the said Company to obtain the permission of Parliament to construct a 
railroad across the front of said harbour, or the conditions upon which they were 
permitted to extend their original line of road to its present terminus. 

And Memorialists will pray. 



(signed) John L. O’Ferrall, Granite Hall, 
Kingstown. 

John Orpin, Haddington Terrace. 

Thomas Steele, Haddington Terrace. 

Michael Masterson, York-street. 

Andrew Chalmers, Glenegeary. 

Christopher N. Duff, Corrigcastle, 
Kingstown. 

J. W. Payne, Haddington Terrace. 

Mabella Blayney, Haddington Ter- 
race. 

Edward Ryan, Haddington Terrace. 

Patrick Slator, Adelaide-street. 

John R. Hunter, 4, Haddington 
Terrace. 

D. W. Rutledge, 5, Haddington 
Terrace. 

Mary Warren, Haddington Terrace. 

Theophilus Dixon, Sussex Parade. 

Cornelius Egan, Victoria Terrace. 

George Foster Fitz-Gerald, 2, Marine 
Terrace, Kingstown. 

Francis Falkner, Longford Terrace. 

Henry Dennehy, Myers Ville, Kings- 
town. 

R. B. Wolseley, 2, Durham-place, 
Major unattached. 

James Tandy, Tivoli Terrace. 

Thomas Carson, Kingstown. 

Thomas Edward Tayler, 2, Martello 
Terrace. 

Michael Carrigg, Kingstown. 

John Crajnvill, George-street, Kings- 
town. 

T. A. Napier, Kingstown. 

William Henry Wright, Prospect 
Cottage, Kingstown. 

Thomas Tilly, Haigh Mount, Kings- 
town. 

(A true copy.) 

Office of Ordnance, 

17 February 1843. 



Samuel James, Tivoli Terrace, 
Kingstown. 

John James, Tivoli Terrace, Kings- 
town. 

Mary Semple. 

J. W. Swan, m.d., 1, Merville-place, 
Kingstown. 

Elizabeth Jane Saurin, 3, Gresham 
Terrace, Kingstown. 

Mary Cluff, Lowry Terrace, Kings- 
town. 

Cornelia Sophia Sawrin, 8, Gresham 
Terrace. 

W. O. B. Adams, m.d., Adelaide- 
street. 

Thomas Yelverton, Seamount Cot- 
tage. 

Letitia Arthur, Sussex Parade, 
Kingstown. 

Barry E. Lawless, Victoria Terrace. 

Basil Orpin, Munster Lodge, Kings- 
town. 

Anne Cluff, Marine Terrace, Kings- 
town. 

Thomas Murphy, Sandy-cove Ter- 
race. 

John Murphy, Ash Grove. 

John Plunkett, 2, Haddington Ter- 
race. 

William Newenham, 5, Monkstown 
Crescent. 

James Barry, 2, Sandy-cove Terrace. 

John Kirkwood, George’s-street, 
Kingstown. 

Rodolph Scully, Rosary Cottage, 
Kingstown. 

Francis B. Carter, Vicars Field, Co. 
Dublin. 

Richard Jordan, Richview. 

JR. Byham, Secretary. 



No. 2. 

Sir, Dublin, 11 January 1843. 

I have the honour to report, in reference to the Board’s Minute of 9th December (0-3082) 
1842, referred to the Commanding Royal Engineer, Ireland, by you, on the 12th December 
1842, for any observations, as far as the Ordnance interests are concerned, that the Ord- 
nance property will be in no way affected by the contending interests of the Memorial and 
letter to the Master-General and Board, dated 6th December 1842, and signed John Orpin, 
and the proposed Atmospheric Railway. 

I have, &c. 

Lient.-Colonel Brown, (signed) G. G. Lewis, Colonel, 

Royal Engineers. and Come Rl Engineer. 

(A true copy.) 

Office of Ordnance, 17 February 1843. JR. Byham, Secretary. 

No. 3. 
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No. 3. 

_. Office of Public Works, Dnblin, 

12 August 184 9 

The Commissioners of Kingstown Harbour held for several years the ground’on which 
was a double line of tramway from the quarries to the harbour, by payments of annual 
rent to the several proprietors, their tenure by Act of Parliament, 56 Geo. 3 c. 62, intituled 
“ An Act for erecting an Harbour for Ships to the Eastward of Dunleary/ within the Port 
of Dublin,” being so long as they should require it. 



Finding that the necessary service of maintenance of the piers, quays, &c. (independent of 
improvements), would render a perpetual communication with the quarries necessary, th*v 
have found it expedient to purchase the fee of the entire line, under the powers of the said 
Act. By some oversight, there has been an omission in applying to the Ordnance for a small 
portion of ground where the tramway crosses an Ordnance boundary, adjoining a small 
battery. No. 12 , or Glasthule. The object of this communication is to request the Master- 
General and Board to be pleased to allow this little portion of land to be made over to the 
Harbour Commissioners. 



It becomes more peculiarly necessary to make the application now, as the Lords of the 
Treasury have been pleased to allow to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company a 
transfer of one of the two lines of tramway for a short extension, to be worked on the 
atmospheric principle ; and it is necessary that the Company should have a clear title to all 
the ground before they can proceed. The accompanying sketches will euable the Board to 
understand in detail the nature of this request. 

The Commissioners beg at the same time to suggest, that as this battery is in a state of 
complete dilapidation; that from its position (as shown in Plan No. 2 ), it is clear that it 
will never be used again as a means of defence, while such very superior situations are avail- 
able on either side, as the heads of the piers and Sandy Cove Point ; and ns it is rather an 
obstruction, the Board might perhaps not be averse to disposing of the entire property to the 
Commissioners. 



Should they, however, not approve of the entire alienation, the Commissioners would be 
glad to include the additional width, tinged brown on the Map, which will complete the 
space necessary for a road of communication, which will probably hereafter be very desirable. 
In this latter case the Commissioners would re-establish an equivalent for the small portion, 
of old building (K.) in any way on the remaining part of the Ordnance ground that the 
Board might approve. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry R. Paine, Secretary. 

To the Secretary to the Board of Ordnance, 

London. 

(A true copy.) 

Office of Ordnance, 17 February 1843. R Byham, Secretary. 



No. 4. 

The Commanding Royal Engineer in Ireland to the Inspector-General of Fortifications, 
relative to the Application of the Commissioners of Kingstown Harbour for carrying the 
Kingstown Railway across the Ordnance Ground at Glasthule, Dublin Bay. 

Sir, Dublin, 7 September 1842. 

Having, in obedience to tbe Board’s order, and to your instructions, investigated upon the 
spot the circumstances set forth in the plans and letter dated 12 th ultimo, from the Secretary 
to the Board of Public Works, herewith returned, I have the honour to report that there 
does not appear to be any particular objection to the triangular portion of Ordnance ground 
contained within the lines marked a, b; b, c, and c, d, in yellow (the two latter constituting 
the true boundaries of the Ordnance land), and including all the harbour works which have 
been constructed upon the property, being surrendered for the proposed railway and other 
harbour purposes; further than that, as the powder magazine, marked (X.) will be 
destroyed, a new building will be requisite; and this service the Commissioners will under- 
take to effect, at their expense, in such position as may be directed. The content of the 
piece of land thus proposed to be given up is 22 r. ; but it is proper for me to remark, that, 
although of such small extent, the value of it is very considerable, as represented in my 
Report, dated 30th November last. In the event, therefore, of the Master-General and Board 
ceding to the Commissioners this proposed portion of ground, that Board should, I conceive, 
be called upon to pay a proportionate price for tbe land ; and under all circumstances of the 
case, I would beg to submit the propriety of the Ordnance solicitor being directed to nego- 
tiate with them the amount of the sum which may appear to be equivalent to the value of 
the property. 

62. c 3 With 
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22 reports and correspondence relative to 

With reference to the desire expressed by the Commissioners to purchase the entire of the bat- 
tery ground at Glasthule, I beg leave to state that the Board, upon several occasions, but parti- 
cularly under date 10 th December last (E-3078),have signified their decision not to weaken 
the line of defence for Dublin Bay, by disposing of this battery, and its supporting tower, 
No 12 But, at the same time, I think it incumbent on me to state, that haying yesterday 
conferred with Major-General Sir John Burgoyne, Chairman of the Harbour Commissioners, 
upon this subject, the latter stated that if the Master-General and Board would concur in 
giving up the battery, which is the subject of the present correspondence, he would endea- 
vour to procure an eligible site for a work of equal strength in a position more to the south- 
ward of the existing battery. In this point of view, and this only, I beg with much defer- 
ence to observe, that it might be advisable and even advantageous tor the battery, No. 12, to 
be given up - for, if the Ordnance should receive in exchange for it a battery of equal force a 
little to the southward of the dotted line on the within sketch, it is evident that both the 
'tower No. 11, and its battery at Sandy Cove, and that which the Commissioners are under- 
stood'to be under an obligation to form at the head of the piers of Kingstown Harbour (and 
Which Sir John Burgoyne has informed me they are willing to construct), would be better 
supported by a fire from such battery than they can be from the battery, No. 12 , in its pre- 
sent position, since the range of its fire becomes greatly circumscribed by the proximity of 
the southern pier of the harbour, and totally cut off from a view of the head of it. 

In conclusion, I beg to remark, that with respect to the allegation in the within letter of 
the battery in question being in a state of complete dilapidation, it appears upon examina- 
tion that there is no foundation for such an assertion, further than as it is kept in a very 
dirty state by the persons who were appointed to reside on the premises. I beg leave, there- 
fore to submit the propriety of the attention of the barrack-master (who by the Board’s 
order, dated 16th December 1839 (S— 554), is in charge of the buildings) being called to the 
dirty state of the ground, and of the various barrack buildings upon it, more especially as. 
from the report of the district commanding engineer, it appears that the family of the occu- 
pant of the buildings (a. very old man, formerly drum-major in the Royal Artillery) is in the 
habit of taking in lodgers. 

I have, &c. 



Lieut.-General Sir F. W. Mulcaster, 
k.c.h. &c. &c. See. 



Office of Ordnance, 17 February 1843. 



(signed) t 
(A true copy.) 



W. C. JE. Holloway, Colonel, 
Comms Ri Eng r . 



R. Byharn , Secretary. 



No. 5. 



Sir, Office of Ordnance, Dublin, 30 September 1842. 

We have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 14th September 1842 (E — 1181 ), 
and in answer to state,, that we have jointly examined the localities and Ordnance lands at 
Glasthule, upon which tower, No. 12 , and the battery near to it are situated. 

We have also communicated with Sir John Burgoyne, and the following is the result of 
our inspection : — 

1st. There can be no objection to giving up the land upon which the battery stands, 
provided the Board of Works erect an adequate defence or defences on the piers of the 
harbour at Kingstown. On the contrary, in a military point of view, the measure would 
be highly preferable as a defence for the harbour and bay. 

2d. There would be no objection to giving up as much of the ground round the tower, 
No. 12, as could be taken away without the risk of injuring the tower, which in fact 
stands upon a granite rock, and would be made a still better point of defence, if it were 
isolated by the rock being quarried away around it, leaving only a small drawbridge 
towards tne road in the Tear of the tower. 

We have, &c. 



R. Byham, Esq. 
&c. &c. See. 



(signed) W. C. JE. Holloway , Colonel, 
Corns R l Engineer. 

Alex' Munro, Colonel, 
Commanding Royal Artillery in Ireland. 



(A true copy.) 

Office of Ordnance, 17 February 1843. 



R. Byham, Secretary. 



By order of the Master-General and Board of Ordnance. 

R. Byharn, Secretary. 

Office of Ordnance, 17 February 1843. 



Gentlemen, 
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THE DUBLIN AND KINGSTOWN RAILWAY. 23 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 13 February 1843 

With reference to your report of the 22d December last, covering a Memorial from 
certain inhabitants of Kingstown, praying that the contemplated Atmospheric Railway from 
Kingstown to Dalkey may not be allowed to commence at the point now fixed upon, I am 
commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, that 
their Lordships entertain no doubt as to the legal power possessed by the Commissioners of 
Kingstown Harbour of disposing to the Atmospheric Railway Company of that portion of 
the tramroad from Kingstown to Dalkey required for the new undertaking. At the same 
time I am directed to inform you, that it has been suggested to my Lords, with reference to 
the plan transmitted in you? said Report, that if the Atmospheric Railway Company be per- 
mitted to construct their railway, as at present intended, the position of the contemplated 
terminus being within 50 yards of the terminus of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway, the 
whole of the frontage of the harbour of Kingstown would, with the exception of a space 
about 150 feet, be intersected by lines of railroad, and that the means of access to the har- 
bour would therefore not be adequate or convenient. It has also been suggested to my 
Lords, that the objections urged against the proposed work, so far as relates to its encroach- 
ment upon Kingstown Harbour, might be removed by the Company’s forming a tunnel 
from the present terminus of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway to the eastern pier of the 
harbour, or by the position of the terminus being fixed at the eastern pier ; and I am further 
to add, that my Lords therefore desire that you will take this subject into your considera- 
tion, and report to my Lords whether either of the above plans could be carried into effect, 
as well as your opinion of the advantages that would be gained by the adoption of either 
of them. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 

The Commissioners of Public Works, Ireland. 



Sir, Office of Public Works, Dublin, 21 February 1843. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, informing the 
Board that it has been suggested to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
that by allowing the terminus of the Atmospheric Line to be within 50 yards of that of the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway, the whole of the frontage of the harbour would, with the 
exception of a space about 150 feet, be intersected by lines of ailroad, and that the means 
of access to the harbour would therefore not be adequate or convenient ; and also that the 
objections urged against the proposed work in that respect might be removed by the adop- 
tion of a tunnel from the present terminus of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway to the 
eastern pier, or by the position of the terminus being fixed at the eastern pier. 

And I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of their Lordships, that the Board 
has' already explained, in its letter of 22d December last, why the Commissioners are under 
the decided persuasion, that no means of access to the harbour, available for any purpose 
whatever of public utility, would be cut off by the project of the Atmospheric Line to the 
proposed terminus ; in addition to which, they now enclose three sections across the space 
that will be intersected, one on the line A, B. at the harbour-master’s office, the other on 
C. D. at the watering quay, and one at E. F. G. on line of east pier, which will show that 
the very conformation, of the ground prevents any great advantage to be derived from 
leaving it in one open space. Independent of any consideration of a railway, the Commis- 
sioners would have contemplated enclosing the ground as soon as there should be any need 
for a : n useful application of that part of the harbour premises, as. the necessary means of making 
it thoroughly available. 

Supposing, however, even that the Commissioners should be wrong in their opinion, and 
that there is reason . in the suggestion made to their Lordships, tbe arrangement as made 
witlv the Company in the first instance will not at all prevent the expedient being adopted 
of a 'tunnel, which has also been suggested, should it be required. 

The Commissioners have, in the deed of conveyance, agreed to assign to tbe Company 
tbe necessary ground for the tramway only up to the harbour-master’s office (A.), not far 
from the eastern pier ; from thence towards the proposed terminus the occupation is to be 
considered temporary, and subject to any subsequent arrangement the Commissioners might 
require. 

At the same time it was ascertained, should the experiment prove successful, and, as a 
natural consequence, a junction be made between the new Atmospheric Line and the Dublin 
and Kingstown Railway, that the level of tbe rails would be so low as perfectly to admit of 
being covered for the whole extent from tbe harbour-master s office. 

Although the prevailing opinions are full of confidence in the success of this experiment 
of the atmospheric principle, it does not appear unreasonable to allow the Company to try 
it in the most economical and convenient manner. Whatever arrangements may be thought 
necessary when tbe establishment became permanent, arching such a distance, in the first 
instance, would be a most costly undertaking for an experiment, and stopping at the eastern 
pier would be so inconvenient as greatly to reduce any reasonable prospect of being reim- 
bursed for the outlay. _ 

.62. • €4 Thcre 
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24 REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE, &c. 

There can he less objection to this accommodation being afforded, as it is only con- 
sidered temporary or during pleasure, while the objection urged against it is at most pro- 
spective, or, as the Board believes, imaginary. The Board would therefore submit that 
their Lordships should allow the arrangements already approved to proceed. 

I have, 5cc. 

Sir George Clerk, Bart., (signed) Henry R. Paine, Secretary. 

See. &c. 



Copy of a Letter from Edward Lucas, Esq., to John Orpin, Esq, in reply to the Memorial 
of the Inhabitants of Kingstown and its Vicinity to the Lord Lieutenant, 
gj r Dublin Castle, 2 February 1843. 

The case prepared by you on behalf of certain inhabitants of Kingstown against the 
Atmospheric Railway Company having, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, been laid 
before the Attorney-General, I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the 
parties concerned, that in his opinion the Lord Lieutenant ought not to comply with the 
prayer of the Memorial. 

The Attorney-General has also stated, that if the proceedings which have been taken, and 
the works which are now in progress, are illegal and injurious to you, it is open to you, if 
your view of the law be correct, to take proceedings either at law or in equity. 

The documents forwarded by you are herewith returned. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Lucas. 



John Orpin, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 
Dublin Castle, February 1843. 



(True copy.) 



E. Lucas. 
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